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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


December  1985  Applications  for  Membership;  The  following  persons  have 
applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1986,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2139- MT  Rita  A.  Hutchings,  5680  Magnolia  Woods,  Bartlett,  Tenn.  38134 

(Canada,  Netherlands,  Japan,  Newfoundland) 

2140- MT  Edward  F.  Romano,  Jr,,  245  E,  Glenn  Road,  Hershey,  Pa.  17033 

(British,  Medieval,  Roman  Imperial) 

2141- MT  Donald  L.  Sullivan,  5962  W.  76th  St,,  Los  Angeles,  Cal.  90045 

(Mexico,  Philippines) 

2142- MT  Eugene  F.  DiPaola,  2100  Linwood  Ave.,  Apt.  15S,  Ft.  Lee,  N.J. 

07024 

2143- MT  H.  S.  Sherwin,  P.  0.  Drawer  #430,  Black  River  Falls,  Wise.  54615 

(Smallest  Coins  in  Size  or  Denomination) 


DONATIONS  REPORT 


We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  following  donations  received  since  the  last 
report: 


Name 


Type  of  Donation  Preference  of  Use 


ABART,  Gerda 
ABART,  Roll  and 
BAILEY,  Howard  E. 
BENSON,  William  E. 
BREKKE,  B.  F. 
CORNELL,  Shane 
DITTRICH,  Thomas  C. 
DROST,  Fred 
EBERT,  E.  D. 
EDWARDS,  K.  T. 
FALKE,  deal 
HINKLE,  David  R. 
JEFFERSON,  John  F. 
KING,  Lyndon 
LATiMI,  Weikko  S. 
LILL,  George  III 
MAJOR,  W.  H. 

MOUTON,  Julian  W. 
MULLAN,  Bill 
NYGREN,  Raymond  A. 
PANISH,  Charles  K. 
RICHARDSON,  Gilbert 
ROCKWELL,  Thomas  P. 


$10.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$25.00  Cash 
$15.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$15,00  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 
$15.00  Cash 
$15.00  Cash 
$15.00  Cash 
$25.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$20.00  Cash 
$10,00  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$25.00  Cash 
$10,00  Cash 
$5,00  Cash 
R.  $5.00  Cash 
$5,00  Cash 


NI  Library 
NI  Library 

General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Library 

General  Operating  Fund 
NI  BULLETIN  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  BULLETIN  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Library 

General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
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Name 


Type  of  Donation  Preference  of  Use 


THANNISCH,  G.  D. 
TREMLEY,  Shefik  L. 
WYSOCKI , Kazmier 


ROSE,  Joseph  H. 
SAXEN,  Richard  W. 
SNELL,  Lester  D. 
SUNDMAN,  Rick 


$25.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 
$15.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 


General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Reference  Collection 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Library 


***** 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Numismatics  International  is  pleased  to  announce  that  we  have  re- 
ceived as  a gift  the  entire  numismatic  library  of  Don  Kleckner.  Be- 
cause of  its  size  and  scope  we  will  be  acknowledging  it  over  a period 
of  several  months  along  with  others  who  have  contributed  material. 

Don  Kleckner 

ATKINS,  JAMES.  The  tradesmen’s  tokens  of  the  18th  century.  Pub. 

1892,  415pp,  not  illus. 

HOOBER,  RICHARD  T.  Finances  of  colonial  New  Jersey.  Pub.  1950, 

43pp,  illus. 

CALEY,  EARLE  R.  Orichalcum  and  related  ancient  alloys.  Pub.  1964, 
115pp,  not  illus. 

NEWMAN,  ERIC  P.  The  secret  of  the  Good  Samaritan  shilling.  Pub. 

1959,  71pp,  w/plates.  Colonial  U.S. 

SEAR,  DAVID  R.  Byzantine  coins  and  their  values.  Pub.  1974,  415pp, 
illus. 

OLDER,  CUNEYT.  Sultan  Mahmud  II  zamaninda  dorp  edilen  Osmanli  madeni 
paralavi.  Pub.  1970,  150pp,  illus.  Has  English  supplement: 

"Ottoman  coins  minted  during  the  reign  of  Sultan  Mahmud  II". 

OLDER,  CUNEYT.  Son  alti  Osmanli  padisahi  zamaninda  Istanbulda  basilan 
gwnus  paralar.  Pub.  1966,  64pp,  w/plates. 

NOE,  SYDNEY  P.  The  pine  tree  coinage  of  Massachussets.  Pub.  1952, 
48pp,  w/plates. 

BELDEN,  BAUMAN  L.  A mint  in  New  York.  Pub,  1930,  40pp , w/3  plates. 

SULTAN,  JEM.  The  ever  victorious.  A beginners  guide  to  Ottoman 
Empire  numismatics.  Pub.  1971,  96pp,  illus. 

DONN,  ALBERT  I.  World  War  II  prisoner  of  war  script  of  the  United 
States  Pub.  1970,  lllpp,  illus. 

VICENTI,  JOSE  A.  Reinado  Isabell  II  1833-1868.  Pub.  1968,  46pp, 
illus. 

TINGSTROM,  BERTEL.  Swedish  coins.  An  illustrated  reference  book  of 
Swedish  numismatics  1521-1968.  Pub.  1969,  271 pp,  illus. 

DOLLEY,  MICHAEL.  Viking  coins  of  the  Danelaw  and  of  Dublin.  Pub. 
1965,  32pp,  w/plates. 

GUTTAG  BROTHERS.  Guttag's  foreign  currency  and  exchange  guide. 

Pub.  1921,  130pp,  not  illus.  Of  interest  to  those  studying  post 
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World  War  I foreign  currency. 

LANE-POOLE,  STANLEY.  The  coins  of  the  Amcaoi  Khalifehs.  1968  reprint 
of  1874  work.  37pp,  w/plates. 

MATTINGLY,  HAROLD.  Coins  of  the  Roman  Empire  in  the  British  Museum. 
Vot.  7,  Augustus  to  Vitellius.  Pub.  1965,  464pp , w/64  plates. 

Vol.  2 3 Vespasian  to  Domitian.  Pub.  1966,  485pp,  w/83  plates. 

WRIGHT,  L.  V.  W.  Colonial  and  Commonwealth  Coins.  Pub.  1959, 

236pp,  illus. 

CROSBY,  SYLVESTER.  The  early  coins  of  America;  and  the  laws  govern- 
ing their  issue.  Comprising  also  descriptions  of  the  Washington 
pieces,  the  Anglo-American  tokens,  many  pieces  of  unknown  origui 
of  the  17th  and  18th  centuries  and  the  first  patterns  of  the 
United  States  mint.  1945  reprint  of  1875  work.  381pp,  illus.  and 
w/plates . 

Krause  Publications 

KRAUSE,  CHESTER  L./MISHLER,  CLIFFORD.  Standard  Catalog  of  World 
Gold  Coins.  Pub.  1985,  640pp , illus. 

NI  Purchases 

AICHHOLZ,  VON  MILLER  ZU/LOEHR,  A./HOLZMAIR,  E.  Osterreichische  munz- 
pragungen,  1519-1938.  Two  volumes.  Vol.  1,  14pp,  56  plates.  Vol. 
2,  354pp,  not  illus. 

VAZ,  J.  FERRARO.  Medieval  Portuguesa  1128-1383.  Two  volumes.  Vol. 
1,  pp  1-214,  illus.  Vol.  2,  pp  215-448,  illus. 

II.  In  addition  to  the  above  the  Library  would  also  like  to  thank  Fred 
Bass  and  Dick  Hanscom  for  their  gifts  of  numismatic  material  to  the 

NI  Library. 

III.  The  Holiday  Season  being  almost  upon  us,  I woujd  like  to  take 
this  opportunity  to  thank  our  members  for  their  use  of  the  library  and 
for  their  donations  during  this  past  year.  Thank  you  for  your  contin- 
ued support  and  may  the  New  Year  bring  you  all  health,  happiness  and 
above  all  peace. 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 
NI  Librarian 


NEW  BOOK  NEWS  & BOOK  REVIEWS  EDITOR  APPOINTED 


We  are  pleased  to  welcome  David  A.  Coia  as  the  new  editor  for  the  Book 
News  & Reviews  section.  His  address  is  on  the  inside  front  cover.  All 
contributors  of  material  to  this  section  should  send  it  direct  to  David. 

***** 


EDITORIAL  ASSISTANTS  APPOINTED:  Your  editor  is  pleased  to  welcome 

Bruce  L.  Burton,  Walter  Leonard,  Linn  M.  Lockwood,  Jr.,  E.  P.  Lukert, 
Michael  G.  Maier,  Bob  Reis  and  Lucien  L.  van  Elsen  as  editorial  assist- 
ants in  the  areas  of  editing,  proof-reading  and  preparing  printer-ready 
copy.  Their  help  is  most  appreciated. 
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INDIAN  INSTITUTE  TO  HOLD  INTERNATIONAL  COLLOQUIUM  IN  JANUARY  1987 

1 — — ' ► I I ■«  - ^ ■ — i,  ^ « — ' ■ . I ^ ^ ■ — 

(Ed.  : NI  member  P.  L.  Gupta  announces  this  1987  Colloquium  and  invites 

inquiries  from  NI  members . ) 

In  1984  the  Indian  Institute  of  Research  in  Numismatic  Studies  conduct- 
ed an  international  seminar  on  "Numismatics  and  History".  It  was 
attended  by  scholars  from  the  U.S.A.,  England  and  Europe,  in  addition 
to  the  many  Indian  scholars.  In  January,  1987,  the  Institute  proposes 
to  hold  another  similar  International  Colloquium  on  "Numismatics  and 
Archaeology" . The  Institute,  which  is  the  first  of  its  kind  in  Asia 
and  perhaps  one  of  the  very  few  in  the  world,  promotes  numismatic  stud- 
ies and  research. 

The  Archaeological  Survey  of  India,  Museums,  University  departments 
and  learned  societies  have  made  much  progress  during  the  last  half 
a century.  Need  for  co-ordination  among  different  disciplines  is 
increasing.  Therefore,  it  is  essential  that  the  scholars  from  various 
disciplines  meet  together  and  discuss  their  common  problems  and  the 
ways  for  co-ordination. 

Numismatics  and  archaeology  have  both  developed  into  scientific  disc- 
iplines in  their  own  rights.  They  require  meticulous  recording  and 
classification  of  typologies  and  demand  great  exactitude. 

Archaeology  studies  the  surviving  material  culture  and  coins  constit- 
ute a most  tangible  element  of  it.  For  the  archaeologists,  coin  is 
an  important  tool  which  helps  define  the  chronology  of  historical 
culture.  For  numismatists,  archaeology  helps  define  the  context. 

Both  of  these  disciplines  have  a sort  of  sybiotic  relationship.  They 
have  much  to  learn  from  each  other  and  their  interdependence  is  of 
vital  importance  for  their  scientific  development. 

Therefore,  in  organizing  this  colloquium  we  aim  to  bring  archaeolo- 
gists and  numismatists  together  to  examine  their  mutual  problems  and 
technique  and  see  how  the  two  disciplines  can  be  of  increasing  assist- 
ance to  each  other  and  play  a more  meaningful  role  in  the  understand- 
ing of  South  Asian  (Indian)  history  and  civilization  in  a wider  con- 
text. 

At  this  colloquium,  it  is  proposed  to  invite  papers  on: 

I)  Technique  and  methodology  of  work  in  both  the  disciplines  for  mutual 
understand,  viz.  problems  related  to  recording,  coin-hoards  and  stray 
finds,  stratification  and  pits,  classification,  relevance  of  context- 
ual isati  on  with  other  elements  of  history  and  culture  etc. 

II)  Recent  archaeological  discoveries  and  research  emphasizing  the 
use  of  both  the  disciplines. 

III)  Coin  from  excavation,  viz.  description  of  coins  found  in  excav- 
ation in  different  parts  of  the  country,  their  identification,  con- 
textual interpretation;  inter-relationship  among  coin  finds  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  country. 

Our  main  objective  in  organizing  this  seminar  is  in  brief,  to  elicit 
as  much  information  as  possible  from  the  already  excavated  and  explored 
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material  with  the  archaeologists  and  the  knowledge  and  experiences 
with  the  numismatists.  This  is  not  an  easy  task;  but  at  the  same 
time,  I feel,  it  is  not  unsurmountable,  if  the  two  disciplines 
mutually  cooperate  and  build  a relationship  between  them  for  future 
researches . 

With  this  view  in  mind,  I solicit  your  cooperation  in  organizing  the 
colloquium.  I request  you  kindly  let  me  have  your  - 

I)  Suggestions  about  it  that  you  might  like  us  to  take  into  consider- 
ation; 

II)  Recommendations  and  additions  to  the  proposed  themes; 

III)  The  ways  in  which  your  cooperation  would  be  available  to  the 
venture; 

IV)  The  names  and  addresses  of  scholars,  Indian  and  foreign,  whose 
participation  in  the  colloquium,  in  your  opinion,  would  be  useful  to 
our  objectives. 

Beside  your  advice  on  the  above,  I would  personally  like  to  invite 
your  physical  participation  in  the  colloquium  with  a paper  related 
to  our  objections. 

While  writing,  if  you  could  suggest  a few  titles  with  their  brief 
outlines  which  you  think  would  suit  you  , it  would  help  in  many  ways. 
I would  then  be  able  to  suggest  to  you  the  title  that  I would  prefer 
for  your  paper. 

We  would  very  much  appreciate  it  if  you  could  let  us  have  your  views 
as  early  as  possible. 


Parmeshwari  Lai  Gupta,  Director 
Indian  Institute  of  Research  in 
Numismatic  Studies 
P.  0.  Anjaneri , Dist.  , Nasik 
Maharashtra,  INDIA 

***** 

"BEST  ARTICLE  OF  THE  YEAR"  NOMINATIONS 


A ballot  is  included  with  the  mailing  of  this  month's  issue  for  each 
member  to  vote  for  the  "Best  Article  of  the  Year"  for  1985. 

The  selection  committee  has  chosen  a fine  list  of  nominees  and  it  is 
anticipated  the  balloting  will  be  very  close. 

Please  return  your  ballot  as  soon  as  possible.  The  winner  will  be 
announced  in  the  April,  1986  issue  of  the  NI  BULLETIN. 

********************************************************************* 

DID  YOU  KNOW?  That  the  Dots  and  Dashes  on  the  reverse  of  the  1945- 
1945  Canadian  5 cent  pieces  read  in  Morse  code  "We  Win  When  We  Work 
Wi  Hi ngly" . (Submitted  by  Don  Etzel) 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research  pur- 
poses, lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  any  other  reason,  may 
do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 

Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 

better  for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = Uncirculated.  C = Complete. 

C = Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CX  ( ) = Complete 

except  those  listed.  X = Except.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless  multiple 
for  the  particular  year. 


RUSSIA  (Continued  from  last  month):  Y106  - 1940,  1945;  Y107  - 1940; 

Y108-  1940,  1946;  Y109  - 1940,  1946;  YllO  - 1940,  1941,  1943,  1945; 
Yin  - a (1939,  1944,  1946);  Y112  - 1949,  1952  , 1953,  1956;  Y113  - 
1952:  Y114  - 1953;  Y115  - 1949,  1953;  Y116  - 1954,  1955,  1956;  Y117  - 

1955,  1956;  Y118  - 1948,  1954,  1955,  1956;  Y119  - C;  Y120  - C;  Y121  - 

C;  Y122  - C;  Y123  - C;  Y124  - C;  Y125  - C;  Y126  - 1961,  1963,  1969, 
1970,  1971,  1973,  1974;  Y127  - 1961,  1962,  1963,  1968,  1970,  1972; 
Y128  - 1961,  1970;  Y129  - 1961,  1962;  Y130  - 1961,  1971;  Y131  - 1961, 

1962;  Y132  - 1961;  Y133  - C;  Y133a  - 1964;  Y134a  - 1964;  Y135  - C; 

Y141  - C;  Y142  - C;  Y144  - C. 

RWANDA:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - 1964;  Y3  - C;  Y4  - C. 


RWANDA-BURUNDI : Y1  - 1961. 


SnjiELEN^:  Cl  - C;  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C. 

ST.  KITTS:  Y3  - C. 

ST.  LUCIA:  Y7  - C. 

ST.  PIERRE  & MIQUELON:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C. 

ST.  THOMAS  & PRINCE:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y3  - 1929;  YIO  - C;  Y13  - C; 
Y14  - C;  Y15  - C;  Y16  - C;  Y17  - C;  Y18  - 1962;  Y19  - 1962;  Y20  - C; 
Y25  - 1977. 


ST.  VINCENT:  Y8  - C. 

SAN  MARINO:  Y2  - 1875;  Y14  - 1939;  Y15  - 1935;  Y35  - C. 

SAUDI  ARABIA  - Hejaz:  Y3.3  - C. 

SAUDI  ARABIA:  Y2  - C;  Y3  - C;  y9a  - C;  YlOa  - C;  Ylla  - C;  Y18  - C; 

Y19  - C;  V20  - CX  (1370);  YA23  - C;  Y24  - C;  Y25  - C;  Y27  - C;  Y30  - 

1383;  Y32  - C;  Y33  - C;  Y34a  - C;  Y35  - C;  Y36  - C;  Y37  - 1397,  1400; 

Y38  - 1^,  1400;  Y39  - 1397,  1400;  Y40  - 1397,  1400. 

SEYCHELLES:  Y1  - 1943;  Y4  - C;  Y5  - C;  Y6  - C;  Y7  - C;  Y8  - C;  Y9  -C; 

YIO  - 1953,  1965;  Yll  - 1960,  1965,  1966;  Y12  - 1960;  Y13  - 1%^,  1966, 
1970;  Y14  - C to  1965;  Y15  - CX  (1963,  1971);  Y16  - 1965;  Y18  - C. 

SIERRA  LEONE:  Y1  thru  Y5  - C;  Yll  - C. 

SINGAPORE:  Y1  - CX  (1968,  1976);  Y2  - 1^,  1968,  1971  , 1972,  1976, 

iWi'lT'-  C to  1976  X (1972),  1980;  Y4  - C to  1974'TTl97^  1^7^ 
T9M’  Y5  - 1%1,  1969,  1972,  T^;  Y6  - j9^,  1^,  IM,  1971;  Y8  - C. 

SOMALIA:  Y1  thru  Y5  - C;  Y7  - 1^;  Y7  - 1967;  Y8  - 1967;  Y9  - 1967; 
YIO  - C. 

SOUTH  AFRICA  - Zuid  Afrikaansche  Republic:  Y1  - 1898;  Y2  - 1892;  Y3  - 

1895;  Y4  - 1894;  Y6  - 1896. 
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THE  PASCO  MINT: 
The  Final  Years 

^Horace  P.  Flatty  Savatogay  Californiay  NI  #1857 
(This  is  the  third  and  final  article  an  the  Vasco  Mint.) 


The  Pasco  Mint  in  Peru  had  ceased  operations  in  1845  and  its  tools  and 
dies  were  stored  in  the  Lima  mint.  It  was  reopened  again  in  the  midst  of 
the  successful  revolution  of  the  former  president,  Ram6n  Castilla, 
against  his  successor  Jos§  Rufino  Echenique.  The  mint  produced  coins 
spasmodically  from  1855  to  1857  when  it  was  finally  closed.  This  article 
is  intended  to  sketch  this  period  in  the  history  of  the  Pasco  mint  and 
to  describe  the  coins  produced. 

In  this  final  period,  both  political  and  economic  factors  heavily  in- 
fluenced the  operation  and  ultimate  closure  of  the  Pasco  mint,  actually 
located  in  the  nearby  village  of  Quinua.  The  first  steps  were  being 
taken  to  convert  to  a decimal  coinage:  dies  were  being  prepared  in  the 

United  States  for  use  on  the  new  machinery  destined  for  the  Lima  mint, 
which  had  been  allowed  to  fall  into  a state  of  disrepair.  The  amount 
of  coins  being  produced  was  relatively  small  and  the  circulating  coinage 

•was  mostly  debased  Bolivian  coins  of  8 dineros  fineness  (0.667  fine) 
rather  than  the  legally  required  10  dineros  20  grains  (0.903  fine).  The 
monetary  problems  were  complicated  by  counterfeit  coins  whose  production 
and  ci rculation were  facilitated  by  the  comparative  simplicity  in  the 
basic  coin  design  as  well  as  the  many  die  varieties  of  the  legitimate 
coins.  All  of  these  factors  will  be  seen  to  be  important  in  the  history 
of  the  Pasco  mint. 


In  the  early  part  of  1854,  concerned  about  the  lackadaisical  prosecution 
of  the  war  against  Bolivia  and  the  corruption  in  the  Echenique  government, 
Castilla  assumed  control  of  a revolution  centered  in  Arequippa.  In  a 
last  battle  of  the  revolution,  Castilla  defeated  the  forces  of  Echenique 
in  the  battle  of  La  Palma  on  January  5,  1855  (1).  As  in  other  times, 
Peru's  principal  silver  mining  district  in  Pasco  suffered  from  the  con- 
sequences of  the  civil  war.  Silver  bullion  {piha) , which  had  been  selling 
for  8 pesos  2 reales  per  mark  (8  Spanish  ounces)  in  May,  had  fallen  to  as 
low  as  7 pesos  5 reales  by  November  (2),  with  the  mining  district  being 
controlled  by  the  revolutionaries  and  Lima  remaining  under  the  control 
of  Echenique. 


On  November  11,  the  Prefect  of  the  Department,  Col.  Bernardo  Bermudez, 
received  an  order  from  Castilla's  headquarters  in  Huancayo  to  rehabilitate 
the  mint  at  Quinua  and  to  mint  all  of  the  bullion  in  the  district  (3). 

The  mint  was  officially  opened  on  December  30,  1854,  by  Bermudez  (4).  The 
actual  periods  of  operation  of  the  mint  or  the  actual  numbers  of  coins  made 
are  not  presently  known.  Some  of  the  available  evidence  is,  in  fact, 
seemingly  contradictory  because  of  gaps  in  the  known  information. 


A letter  of  April  9 (5)  refers  to  the  necessity  of  placing  the  mint  in 
operation,  while  another  letter  of  about  a month  later  (6)  states: 
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"The  mint  of  Quinua  continues  minting,  although  with  slowness  and  diffi 
culty  because  of  the  lack  of  a good  machine." 


On  June  13,  1855,  Ignacio  Ortiz  de  Zevallos  wrote  to  the  Minister  of  the 
Hacienda  noting  his  departure  for  Pasco,  referring  to  an  order  of  April 
14  placing  him  in  charge  of  the  mint  (7).  This  letter  thus  raises  the 
question  as  to  who  had  been  in  charge  of  the  mint  if  the  earlier  infor- 
mation is  correct. 


I 


A decree  of  June  2,  1855,  is  important  in  the  monetary  history  of  the 
period.  Castilla's  decree  (8)  recognized  the  relative  increase  in  the 
value  of  silver  due  to  the  discovery  of  gold  in  California  (9)  by 
decreasing  the  weight  of  the  peso  from  the  older  542  grains  to  480  grains, 
while  increasing  the  price  to  be  paid  for  silver  bullion.  This  law  is 
reflected  in  the  decrease  in  the  weight  of  the  pesos  of  1855,  but  for 
our  present  purposes,  the  change  in  the  diameter  of  the  four  reales  from 
33  1/2  mm.  used  previously  to  32  mm.  in  1855  is  most  obvious.  The 
difference  in  diameter  between  the  Pasco  four  reales  of  1844  and  that  of 
1855  is  especially  obvious.  This  fact  would  seem  to  argue  that  the 
Pasco  coins  were  produced  after  the  date  of  the  decree,  rather  than 
before,  as  suggested  by  the  references  cited  in  El  Comeraio.  Alternative 
suggestions  would  imply  an  anticipation  of  the  new  law  in  the  minting  of 
the  coins  at  Pasco  or  the  existence  of  coins  of  greater  weight  or 
diameter  (presently  unknown  to  the  author). 


Somewhat  later,  a document  listed  Ortiz  de  Zevallos  as  holding  the  com- 
bined offices  of  director,  treasurer,  assayer,  and  accountant,  with  an 
annual  salary  of  3000  pesos.  D.  Juan  Bautista  Bustamante  was  listed  as 
the  engraver,  with  a salary  of  600  pesos  per  year.  The  other  offices 
authorized  were  listed  as  not  filled  (10).  Subsequently  the  operations 
of  the  mint  were  placed  up  for  auction,  but  there  were  no  bidders  (11). 
Repair  work  on  the  machinery  of  the  mint  continued,  in  the  hope  that  the 
price  of  pina  would  change  such  that  it  would  be  more  profitable  for  the 
miners  to  mint  their  silver  in  Quinua  than  to  remit  the  silver  to  Lima  (12) 


I 


There  are  two  known  basic 
of  these  does  not  have  an 
initial  "M".  The  obverse 
from  each  other  and  those 


varieties  of  the  four  reales  of  1855.  The  first 
assayer's  initial,  while  the  second  has  the 
and  reverse  dies  used  in  these  varieties  differ 
used  in  1844,  indicating  that  dies  in  storage 


were  not  simply  shipped  to  Quinua  for  the  appropriate  modifications,  thereb 
casting  some  doubt  on  the  feasibility  of  the  coins  being  minted  early  in 
1855.  There  is  a tassel  on  the  Liberty  cap  of  the  1855  coins,  with  none 
on  the  coins  of  1844.  There  are  berries  in  the  civic  wreath  of  the  four 
reales  of  1844,  with  none  in  those  of  1855.  The  differences  in  the 
varieties  of  1855  are  quite  marked:  on  the  obverse,  other  than  the  use  of 
"REPUB"  on  the  first  variety  and  "REP"  on  the  second  variety,  there  are 
11  palm  leaves  on  the  first  variety,  with  only  10  on  the  second.  There  are 
many  other  differences  on  the  obverse.  On  the  reverse,  the  differences 
in  the  shields  are  immediately  apparent,  with  the  first  variety  having 
"LI-BER-TAD"  inscribed  horizontally  and  the  second  having  it  inscribed 
vertically  along  a curved  line. 


I 


This  second  variety  is  worthy  of  special  study,  differing  as  it  does  in 
so  many  details  in  the  obverse  and  reverse  from  the  more  traditional^^ 
coins  produced  in  Lima  and  Pasco.  The  reverse  has  the  initials  "J  B" 
at  the  base  of  the  figure  of  Liberty,  while  the  initial  "B"  appears  at 
the  top  of  the  civic  wreath  on  the  obverse,  but  Diez  Canseco  also  reports 
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the  existence  of  a variety  without  the  "B"  (13).  The  design  is  clearly 
the  work  of  Bustamante,  the  engraver  mentioned  above.  However,  the 
origin  of  the  assayer's  initial  "M"  is  not  currently  understood.  The 
"official"  assayer  of  the  mint  was  Ortiz  de  Zevallos  and  the  explanation 
that  the  initial  was  carried  over  from  earlier  years  seems  too  simplistic 
in  view  of  the  totally  new  design  of  both  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  the 
coi  n . 

There  is  no  evidence  that  the  Pasco  mint  resumed  operations  until  late 
1856.  A report  of  November  10  (14)  noted  that  the  possibility  of  the 
resumption  of  minting  in  Quinua  had  caused  the  price  of  piRa  to  increase. 
The  report  of  the  following  week  (15)  made  the  point  that  the  opening  of 
the  mint  was  made  more  necessary  by  the  revolution  in  the  southern  part 
of  the  Republic.  On  December  15  (16),  it  was  noted  that  two  bars  had  been 
sent  to  Quinua,  while  a week  later  one  bar  was  sent  (17)  and  five  the  week 
following  (18).  Thus  it  seems  apparent  that  the  mint  at  Quinua  had 
resumed  operations  at  the  end  of  1856. 

Only  one  variety  is  now  known  for  1856,  with  the  obverse  and  reverse  dies 
differing  from  those  used  in  1855.  On  the  reverse,  the  figure  of 
Liberty  is  of  a more  traditional  form,  with  no  tassel  attached  to  the 
Liberty  cap.  On  the  obverse,  berries  again  appear  in  the  civic  wreath 
and  there  are  11  leaves  in  the  palm  frond.  The  assayer's  initial  "Z" 
over  "0"  for  Ortiz  de  Zevalos  appears  for  the  first  time.  A small 
flevcr  da  lis  appears  in  the  wreath  at  the  top.  This  coin  is  considered 
very  rare,  with  only  about  ten  examples  currently  known  (19). 

Political  events  in  Peru  were  to  again  affect  the  mint.  A new  consti- 
tution was  adopted  by  the  assembly  of  1856,  with  the  liberals  seemingly 
in  control.  Conservative  factions  based  in  Arequipa  rose  in  a revolution 
which  quickly  spread  through  Peru.  It  was  not  until  March  1858  that 
Castilla  completely  reasserted  his  domination  of  Peru  (20). 

A Supreme  Resolution  of  December  18,  1856,  noting  that  minting  under 
a new  decimal  system  would  begin  shortly,  suspended  mintage  at  Pasco  (21) 
Those  in  the  mining  district  saw  a different  motivation,  however.  They 
noted  that  Junfn  neither  had  joined  in  the  revolution  nor  had  any  desire 
to  do  so,  and  for  that  reason  there  was  little  danger  that  the  resources 
of  the  mint  would  be  made  available  to  the  revolutionaries  (22).  In  any 
case,  the  formal  closure  of  the  mint  was  not  long:  an  explanation  of  the 
reversal  of  the  earlier  decision  appeared  in  El  Peruano  on  January  23. 

This  explanation  noted  that  under  the  present  (political)  circumstances 
it  was  impossible  either  to  proceed  to  an  implementation  of  a decimal 
system  or  to  remit  to  Pasco  the  funds  necessary  for  the  exchange  of 
bullion.  Minting  at  Quinua  was  therefore  to  continue,  at  least  until 
order  had  been  restored  within  the  country. 

It  was  noted  in  February  that  the  minting  of  coins  at  Quinua  partially 
compensated  for  the  shortage  of  money  caused  by  the  ongoing  civil  war  (23) 
Nevertheless,  there  is  no  record  in  the  pages  of  El  Comeraio  of  bars  of 
silver  being  delivered  to  Quinua  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year. 

The  reason  for  this  was  brought  out  in  a letter  of  March  30  (24):  the 
miners  could  receive  about  120  pesos  more  per  bar  in  Lima  than  in  coin 
at  the  mint  in  Quinua.  The  price  paid  at  this  mint  essentially  provided 
a floor  for  the  price  of  silver  in  the  district,,  a factor  of  no  little 
importance  to  the  miners.  However,  the  Prefect  basically  threatened  to 
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close  the  mint  if  its  costs  could  not  be  recovered.  The  following  week 
it  was  reported  (25)  that  the  mint  had  rapidly  processed  the  few  bars 
that  had  been  sent  there,  but  that  many  more  could  have  been  handled. 

A report  of  April  27  (26)  reported  the  further  minting  of  coins,  with 
four  bars  of  silver  having  been  sent  to  Quinua.  It  would  appear  that 
the  mint  continued  in  operation,  but  at  a very  low  level. 

The  four  reales  of  1857  is  of  the  same  type  as  that  of  1856,  but  there  ^ 
are  three  major  varieties  as  well  as  some  minor  ones.  The  major  varieties^ 
are  differentiated  by  the  assayer's  initial,  that  is,  a "Z"  within  an 
"0" , no  initial , and  "AF" . 

The  first  major  variety  of  1857  has  the  initial  of  Ortiz  de  Zevallos, 
with  a fleur  de  lis  in  the  wreath  as  in  1856.  A variety  of  this  coin 
has  no  period  beneath  the  second  "s"  in  the  inscription  of  the  fineness. 

A third  variety  has  the  period  beneath  the  "s"  but  no  /Zewp  de  lis  in 
the  wreath.  A fourth  variety  has  a fleur  due  lis  on  the  Liberty  cap  of 
the  reverse,  but  omits  it  on  the  obverse. 


The  second  major  variety  does  not  have  an  assayer's  initial  or  the  fleur 
de  lis  in  the  wreath,  but  otherwise  (except  for  minor  spacing  in  the 
legend  of  the  obverse)  is  identical  to  the  coin  of  1856. 


The  third  major  variety  has  the  assayer's  initials  "A  F"  combined  so  as 
to  appear  as  the  single  symbol  "/F"  . It  is  otherwise  identical  to  the 
second  major  variety.  While  a document  appointing  Agustin  Figueroa  as 
the  assayer  of  the  Pasco  mint  has  not  yet  been  discovered,  there  is 
strong  evidence  to  believe  that  these  are  indeed  his  initials.  He  is 
listed  as  an  assistant  to  the  assayers  of  the  Lima  mint  in  the  Guia  de 
Forasteros  of  1859  (27)  and  again  in  1861  (28)  but  with  the  added 
notation  "agregado  de  la  moneda  de  quinua",  i.e.,  assistant  from  the 
mint  of  Quinua. 


The  other  coin  produced  in  the  Pasco  mint  in  1857  is  the  very  rare  and 
highly-prized  eight  reales.  It  has  the  assayer's  initial  "Z"  within 
an  "0"  as  well  as  the  mintmark  "PASCO".  It  is  otherwise  identical  to 
the  eight  reales  of  Lima  of  earlier  years.  There  are  two  varieties,  one 
with  the  usual  "POP"  in  the  legend  of  the  reverse  and  one  with  the  error 
"PRO"  in  the  legend. 


As  an  illustration  of  the  monetary  problems  facing  Peru,  a decree  of 
July  9,  1857  was  used  to  reassure  the  public  that  the  coins  of  Pasco  were 
indeed  legitimate  coins  regulated  "in  their  fineness  and  weight  by  the 
dictatorial  decree  of  June  2,  1855"  (29).  Some  dealers  again  questioned 
the  legitimacy  of  the  coin  on  September  3 (30)  and  were  reassured  the 
following  day  (31).  Such  problems  contributed  to  the  motivation  for  the 
monetary  laws  of  October  2,  1857.  The  first  of  these  (32)  provided  for 
decimal  coinage  of  gold  and  silver  coins  .900  fine,  as  well  as  for  the 
first  copper  coins  since  the  necessity  coins  of  1823.  For  our  present 
purposes,  the  second  "secret"  law  of  that  date,  not  published  until 
1862  (33),  was  more  important.  This  law  empowered  Castilla  to  take  what- 
ever measures  he  deemed  necessary  in  order  to  convert  the  debased  coinage 
in  circulation  to  coins  of  the  legal  .900  finess.  The  third  article 
specifically  authorized  whatever  measures  were  deemed  convenient  in  the 
mints  of  the  Republic  in  order  to  facilitate,  to  make  uniform  the  minting 
and  to  improve  the  services. 


A first  result  of  this  law  was  the  decree  of  October  29,  1857  (34). 
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This  decree  noted  that  the  installation  of  the  new  machinery  in  the  Lima 
mint  was  coming  to  an  end  and  that  it  was  necessary  to  provide  a coinage 
"perfectly  equal  and  uniform"  and  to  eliminate  the  differences  arising 
from  coins  being  made  in  different  places,  these  differences  making  it 
easier  for  counterfeit  coins  to  circulate.  For  these  reasons,  the  decree, 
ong  its  many  provisions,  ordered  the  closure  of  the  Pasco  mint  on  the 
irst  of  January,  1858.  The  Prefect  was  ordered  to  make  an  inventory  of 
the  machinery  and  supplies  in  the  mint  and  to  send  them  to  Lima  for  safe- 
keeping. 


As  might  be  expected,  the  closure  of  the  mint  caused  protests  by  the  miners. 
They  claimed  that  the  mint  was  being  closed  just  as  it  was  becoming  profit- 
able. The  order  to  send  the  machinery  to  Lima  especially  upset  them 
because  it  removed  the  hope  of  reopening  the  mint  at  a later  time  (35). 

This  led  to  a more  formal  appeal  to  the  Government  which  was  formally  denied 
in  a decree  of  January  15,  1858  (56).  This  decree  reiterated  the  reasons 
advanced  earlier  for  the  closure  of  the  mint,  while  adding  the  explicit 
objective  of  the  amortization  of  conversion  of  the  debased  coinage  in  cir- 
culation. It  was  further  noted  that  if  the  machinery  were  to  remain  in 
Quinua,  the  temptation  would  exist  to  resume  minting  in  times  of  civil 
disorder,  thereby  again  leading  to  the  problems  that  currently  existed. 

Thus  ended  the  Pasco  mint.  The  miners  were  partially  placated  by  the 
rapid  establishment  of  a fund  for  the  silver  exchange.  At  least  some  of 
the  employees  subsequently  found  work  at  the  Lima  mint,  with  the  Director, 
Ortiz  de  Zevallos,  becomina  the  first  assayer  of  the  Lima  mint  in  September, 
^858  (37). 

nhe  building  itself  remained  the  property  of  the  Government  for  many  years. 
In  1871,  the  decision  was  made  to  place  the  building  up  for  auction  as  a 
part  of  a general  program  of  tightening  up  on  expenditures.  A note  of 
March  7,  1871  (38)  described  the  building  as  falling  into  greater  ruin 
day-by-day  in  spite  of  the  20  pesos  being  paid  each  month  to  a caretaker. 

The  ruins  of  the  mint  are  said  to  be  still  visible  (39). 
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COLONIAL  COINS  OF  AUGUSTUS 


More  than  one  hundred  and  forty  colonial  mints  issued  coins  for  the 
first  Roman  emperor,  Augustus,  beginning  in  27  B.C.  and  ending  in  14 

A.D. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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A COUNTERFEITING  DISCOVERY 


U,  A.  Ka/ik£JiJL,  ncuixz£,lJi/Ppx-^-^^iM.oi.,  lt)e.^t  Qa/una/iy,  NI  iLTl-T? 

Counterfeiting  is  almost  as  old  as  the  history  of  money,  and  the 
measures  to  thwart  production  of  bogus  coins  and  spurious  paper 
issues  frequently  lags  far  behind  the  current  operation.  The  notor- 
ious forger,  Charles  Price,  of  18th  Century  England,  is  well  known. 

In  America  in  the  19th  Century  counterfeiting  of  paper  money  reached 
such  a scandalous  degree  it  accounted  for  fully  one-third  of  the 
money  in  circulation  and  led  directly  to  the  establishment  of  the 
U.S.  Secret  Service  to  suppress  counterfeiting  activities  in  the 
United  States. 

Forgery  by  governments  for  political  purposes  also  dates  early.  In 
the  American  Revolution  the  British  forged  American  paper  money  to 
disrupt  the  rebellious  colonial  economy.  Other  more  recent  examples 
are  the  counterfeiting  of  the  Czechoslovakian  500  Korun  (P-12),  of 
1919  by  Meczarosz,  a counterfeit  that  is  now  more  plentiful  than  the 
original,  and  the  Hungarian  government’s  large-scale  forgery  of 
French  bank  notes  in  the  1920' s.  Forgeries  were  such  a problem  in 
the  1920 's  that  an  international  agency  against  counterfeiting, 
"Internationales  Abkommen  zur  Bekampfung  der  Falschmunzerei" , was 
established  on  20  March  1929  among  some  thirty  nations  and  ratified 
by  Germany  on  10  November  1933^  in  an  attempt  to  cope  with  the  flow 
of  counterfeit  money. 

Usually,  cases  of  forgery  by  governments  seem  to  have  carried  the 
dubious  justification  that  a state  of  war  existed  and  wartime  tur- 
moil, coupled  with  government  ineptitude,  often  offered  great  oppor- 
tunity to  the  forger,  as  was  the  case  of  the  initial  American 
military  Lire  issued  in  Italy  in  1943. 

Another  case  of  falsification  involves  Poland’s  banknotes.  During 
World  War  II,  following  Germany’s  occupation  and  prior  to  the  estab- 
lishment and  opening  of  the  Reichkreditkassen  banks  in  Poland,  the 
Polish  100  Zlotych  of  1932  and  1934  (P-74  and  P-75)  were  overprinted 
on  the  obverse  in  red  "General  Gouvernment  fur  die  besetzen 
polnischen  Gebiete"  and  reissued  by  Germany  as  an  emergency  measure 
to  help  restore  commerce.  Cleverly  counterfeit  stamped  notes  now 
appear  more  frequently  in  collections  than  genuine  notes  and  may  be 
used  to  bilk  the  unwary. 

In  order  to  control  its  inflation  and  flow  of  currency  the  German 
government  by  a decree  dated  23  September  1939^  established  the 
Reichskreditkasse,  or  Reichs  Credit  Treasury,  bank  with  headquarters 
in  Berlin  and  under  the  supervision  of  the  central  German  bank  or 
Reichsbank.  The  Reichskreditkasse  was  given  the  authority  to  issue 
elaborately  designed  non-convertible  currency  called  "Reichskredit- 
kassenscheine" , or  Reichs  Credit  Treasury  Notes.  These  were 
initially  intended  for  use  in  Poland.  However,  they  remained  in 
circulation  there  only  briefly  but  were  used  in  all  other  occupied 
territories.  They  were  printed  in  denominations  of  50  Reichs- 
pefennig,  1,  2,  5,  20  and  50  Reichsmark.  When  the  German  Wehrmacht, 
or  armed  forces,  entered  a foreign  country  a decree  was  issued  making 
the  Reichskreditkassenscheine  legal  tender  at  a specific  exchange 
rate  with  the  local  currency,  usually  the  same  as  the  pre-invasion 
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rate  between  the  Reichsmark  and  local  legal  tender,  and  German  sol- 
diers received  their  pay  in  Reichskreditkassenscheine  notes.  As  it 
was  legal  tender  only  in  the  occupied  areas,  it  had  to  be  spent  there 
thus  bolstering  the  economy  in  the  occupied  zones,  or  its  value  was 
forfeited  on  return  to  Germany.  Branch  officers  of  the  Reichskredit- 
kasse  banks  were  opened  in  all  major  cities  in  the  occupied  areas  to 
facilitate  the  normalization  of  commerce  and  speed  the  pay  of  troops 
following  occupation. 

A decree  of  3 October  1939  published  in  the  official  QazjdUbi  in 
Berlin  establishes  the  authority  for  the  circulation  of  the  Reichs- 
kreditkassenscheine notes  and  includes  a detailed  description  of 
them.  The  official  description  of  the  5 Reichsmark  (PR-138)  follows; 

’’The  Reichskreditkassenscheine  note  for  5 Reichsmarks  is  7 
X 12.5  cm  in  size  and  is  printed  on  white  paper  with  an 
’arrowstar’  (Pf eilsterne)  watermark.  The  obverse  is 
enclosed  in  an  ornamental  band  of  brown,  has  a background 
of  fine  brown  and  blue  lines  interlaced  to  form  a network 
which  makes  three  circles  stand  out.  In  the  center  circle 
the  number  5 is  placed  within  a quadrilateral.  The  right 
circle  has  the  head  of  an  industrial  worker  and  the  left 
circle  the  head  of  an  agricultural  worker.  Beneath  the  two 
heads  is  the  number  5.  The  lettering  in  dark  blue  reads: 

’Five  Reichsmarks  issued  by  authority  of  a decree  for  the 
Reichs  Credit  Treasury-Central  Administration’.  The  serial 
number  is  located  at  the  bottom  in  red.  Beside  it  at  the 
left  is  the  National  Emblem  surrounded  by  the  words:  ’Main 
Office  of  the  Reichs  Treasury’.  The  white  border  of  the 
note  is  0.5  cm  wide. 

On  the  reverse  a group  of  rosettes  surrounds  a circular 
frame  in  bluish  brown  color  superimposed  on  a reticulated 
groundwork  of  brown  lines.  In  the  center  of  the  frame  is  a 
view  of  Berlin.  Left  and  right  is  a large  number  5 and  the 
notice;  ’Forgery  is  punishable  by  imprisonment.’” 

There  are  two  varieties  of  the  note,  on  PR-138a,  with  an  embossed 
seal  at  left  and  a seven  digit  serial  number  and  the  other,  PR-138b, 
without  the  seal  and  an  eight  digit  serial  number. 

Apparently  the  warning  of  imprisonment  for  falsification  was  not 
enough  to  deter  forgers.  Recently,  while  searching  the  war  diaries 
of  the  German  18th  Army,  Army  Group  North  for  1941  on  another 
project,  a warning  of  a counterfeit  5 Reichsmark  Reichskreditkassen- 
scheine was  found*  dated  15  to  21  December  1941. 

The  18th  Army  was  situated  on  the  left  flank  of  the  German  forces 
that  invaded  Soviet  Russia  in  June  1941  while  advancing  from  East 
Prussia  into  the  Baltic  States  and  under  the  command  of  Generaloberst 
Georg  Lindemann.  It  was  an  important  part  of  Army  Group  North  under 
Gerneralfeldmarschall  Georg  von  Kiichler,  formed  at  the  inception  of 
the  Russian  campaign  to  control  the  armies  advancing  northwards 
toward  Leningrad. 
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By  the  middle  of  December  1941,  the  period  of  the  War  Diary  cited, 
the  18th  Army  had  cleared  the  Baltic  coast  to  the  Gulf  of  Finland  and 
closely  invested  the  city  of  Leningrad.  On  page  229  under  the 
heading  of  "Administration"  the  following  entry  appears: 

"a)  Counterfeit  Reichskreditkassenscheine 

In  the  Army  area  a counterfeit  Reichskreditkassenscheine 
for  5 Reichsmarks  has  been  intercepted.  The  5 Reichs- 
marks counterfeit  can  be  described  as  follows: 

Obverse:  The  printing  is  darker  than  the  authentic 

notes.  The  lower  border  is  drawn  in  wavy  lines  and 
printed  in  blue;  in  the  authentic  note  the  border  is 
smooth  and  printed  in  brown.  The  center  quadrilateral 
in  the  circle  around  the  number  5 is  printed  with 
corners;  in  the  authentic  note  it  is  rounded.  The 
pictures  have  less  contrast  and  are  printed  in  a paler 
color  than  the  authentic  notes. 

Reverse:  The  picture  is  paler.  The  embossed  seal  on 

the  left  lower  half  is  missing.  The  counterfeit  note 
has  the  control  number:  P 6 263  581. 

Additional  notes  should  be  stopped  and  forwarded  to  Army. 

It  is  to  be  stated  precisely  where  they  originated.  The 
field  pay  office  will  receive  photographs  of  the  counter- 
feit note  in  the  next  few  days." 

No  later  entries  referring  to  this  counterfeit  were  found  in  the  18th 
Army  war  diaries  through  1944;  therefore  there  was  nothing  to  indi- 
cate the  extent  of  the  counterfeiting  operation.  It  is,  of  course, 
entirely  possible  the  additional  records  did  not  survive  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  war.  Since  the  denomination  was  low,  though  reproduction 
appears  to  have  been  relatively  crude,  it  is  improbable  a counter- 
feiting operation  however  small  would  limit  itself  to  only  a few 
notes  of  lower  denomination.  Counterfeiting  has  been  aptly  described 
as  a crime  never  committed  by  accident,  in  ignorance,  and  certainly 
never  a crime  of  passion  or  one  of  poverty.  It  requires  a high 
degree  of  expertise,  technical  knowledge  and  skill,  costly  equipment, 
and  lengthy  planning.  Therefore,  it  is  relatively  safe  to  assume  the 
above  described  note  was  the  first  of  a series  intending  to  include 
higher  denominations.  That  the  Reichskreditkassenscheine  remained  in 
circulation  throughout  German  occupied  Europe  until  the  end  of  the 
war  in  1945  (even  after  in  the  British  occupied  zone  of  German  when 
re-issued  with  a validating  rubber  stamp)  seems  to  indicate  that 
clandestine  counterfeit  operations  were  relatively  unsuccessful  or 
the  German  government  would  have  withdrawn  the  notes  and  replaced 
them  with  a new  issue.  The  operations  of  the  Reichskreditkasse  in 
German  occupied  Europe  and  the  possible  effects  of  countfeiting 
awaits  further  investigation  in  the  original  archival  documentation 
that  survived  the  war. 


1.  Reichsgesetzblatt  Teil  II,  1933,  Nr. 43 

2.  Verordnungsblatt  fur  die  besetzen  Gebiete  Polen,  Nr.  5,  5.11.39 

3.  Verordnungsblatt  fur  die  besetzen  Gebiete  Polen,  Nr.  6,  3.10.39 

4.  Kriegstagebuch  AOK  18/13  787/39 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


J.  C.  G.  Ccanpbetl,  L'inooZn,  Nebraska,  NT  ifLM-12 

NO.  9a  - FLAVIUS  HERACLIUS  (610-641) 

Flavius  Heraclius'  first  act  on  being  crowned  was  to  marry  an  African 
girl  who  took  the  name  of  Eudocia  (a  customary  procedure).  She  had 
a daughter  and  a son,  Heraclius  Constantine,  later  emperor.  Heraclius 
was  one  of  the  greatest  of  the  Byzantine  rulers  who  not  only  came  to 
the  throne  at  a time  of  imperial  disintegration,  but  throughout  his 
reign  faced  complex  problems  which  account  for  his  confused  and  dif- 
ficult coinage. 

The  Persians  occupied  Asia  Minor  and  after  his  accession  added  Syria, 
the  Holy  Land  and  Egypt.  This  last  was  a major  calamity  as  it  was  the 
bread  basket  of  the  Empire.  Meanwhile,  the  Avars  continued  to  ravage 
the  Balkan,  Greece  and  the  Islands. 

Heraclius  first  reorganized  what  he  controlled  into  themes,  military 
areas  where  lands  were  granted  for  hereditary  military  service  - an 
organization  that  survived  to  the  end  of  the  Empire  and  to  some  extent 
affected  the  later  Ottoman  Empire  built  upon  it.  In  622  he  began  his 
counter-offensive,  himself  leading  his  armies.  The  Avars  were  destroy- 
ed and  the  Sassanian  Empire  ruined,  ending  with  the  murder  of  Khushru 
II.  (This  great  West-East  struggle  goes  well  back  to  early  Roman  times 
and  is  one  of  the  major  factors  in  overall  East-West  relations.) 

Many  of  the  mints  reflect  this  period  of  intense  fighting. 

Unfortunately  for  the  Byzantines  a new  power  had  arisen  in  the  south- 
east, Mohammed  and  the  great  Arab  invasions,  that  were  to  change  the 
map  of  the  Mediterranean  basin,  down  to  our  own  days,  had  begun.  The 
Arab  conquest  of  Syria  began  in  634.  Damascus,  Antioch,  Jerusalem  and 
Egypt  fell,  though  Alexandria  itself  did  not  fall  until  after  the  death 
of  Heraclius  of  dropsy  in  641.  Persia  fell  without  much  trouble.  But, 
in  spite  of  these  final  calamities,  Heraclius  had  laid  the  foundations 
of  a stronger  empire  which  were  to  be  the  main  reasons  for  its  survival 
and  other  periods  of  greatness  which  caused  it  to  last,  though  a mere 
shadow,  until  1453. 


Byzantine  Empire,  end  of  Heraclius  reign,  641  A.D. 

Heraclius  associated  his  eldest  son,  Heraclius  Constantine,  with  him 
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in  613,  but  the  latter,  consumptive,  survived  his  father  by  only  a 
few  months.  His  second  son,  Heracleonas,  became  co-emperor  in  638. 

As  Eudocia  had  died  soon  after  the  birth  of  her  son,  Heraclius  mar- 
ried again.  Unfortunately  he  chose  his  niece,  Martina;  as  such  a 
union  was  regarded  as  incestuous,  his  orthodox  subjects  were  horri- 
fied. Apart  from  agreeing  to  the  marriage  in  the  first  place,  Mar- 
tina seems  to  have  made  him  a excellent  wife  and  went  with  him  on 
his  campaigns. 

One  of  the  characteristics  of  this  reign  is  the  appearance  of  multi- 
ple figures  on  many  of  the  coins.  The  empresses  are  usually,  though 
not  always,  shown  and  shorter  or  smaller  figures,  as  is  the  case  with 
the  co-emperors.  Heraclius  seems  to  have  been  heavily  bearded  and 
sometimes  a superficial  look  at  his  coins,  particularly  the  copper 
ones,  can  confuse  them  with  those  of  his  successor,  Constans  II,  who 
also  was  heavily  bearded.  However,  the  various  portraits  of  Heraclius 
differ  greatly  and  on  many  coins  there  are  unbearded  figures. 

Important  as  this  reign  was,  historically,  it  is  difficult  to  get  an 
accurate  picture  of  it,  or  of  Heraclius  himself.  The  records  are 
contradictory,  confused  and  much  was  destroyed,  then  or  later.  The 
following  are  some  of  the  portraits  of  the  family. 


Eca'Vij  Solidus  of  Solidus^,  latev 

Hevaolius  (Con.)j  portrait, 

using  portrait  of 
Phooas . 


Ar  Hexagram, 

Heraclius  and 
Heraclius  Constantine. 


Ar  Hexagram,  Her-  Ar  Miliarense, 

aclivus  and  Herac-  standing, 

lius  Constantine j 
seated. 


Follis,  Const.  Yr.  1, 
Heraclius  alone. 
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Fott'iSj  Yv.  6j 
Heraotius  and 
infant  son,  H. 
Constantine. 


An  Hexagram,  Rav. , 
Heraclius  and 
H.  Constantine  (r) , 
Martina  (1) . 


Follis,  Ran., 
eraclius  and 
H.  Constantine 
(r) , Martina  (1) 


Solidus,  Const. , 
Heraclius,  H. 
Constantine  and 
. Heracleonas. 


★****■*****•***★**■*••*'★*★■*•***■*•*■*********■*■•*■■****•***★★****★■*■*★■*■***★****■*•**★* 


CHARIOT  DESIGNS  ON  ANCIENT  COINS 


AE-Z6  of  Antoninus  Pius  from  Tralles 

Many  ancient  coins  have  a chariot  as  a design.  The  chariot  is  usually 
drawn  by  horses,  but  elephants,  lions,  camels,  and  even  snakes  are 
sometimes  shown.  The  "biga"  is  a chariot  drawn  by  a team  of  two  ani- 
mals,  a "triga"  uses  a team  of  three,  while  the  "qaudriga"  is  a four 
animal  chariot. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 

********************************************************************* 
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BOOKS  ABOUT  NAPOLEONIC  MEDALS. 


© by  David  Block,  Gainesville,  Florida,  NI  894 

Napoleon,  like  Shakespeare,  has  been  the  subject  of  innumerable  argu- 
ments. The  sources  for  Shakespeare  are  few,  leaving  great  space  for 
conjecture.  The  sources  for  Napoleon  are  so  many  that  even  as  indus- 
trious a team  as  Ariel  and  Will  Durant  could  not  be  familiar  with 
enough  of  them  to  divine  the  truth  concealed  under  a mountainous  liter- 
ature. 

Few  biographers  have  the  ability  to  synthesize  a man  from  what  has  been 
written  about  him  and,  when  the  best  anecdotes  about  a historical  fig- 
ure have  been  written  for  ulterior  purposes,  to  discount  the  falsehoods 
that  have  been  written.  Most  of  the  memoirs  written  by  Napoleon's  con- 
temporaries were  written  to  curry  favor  with  the  royalists  or  the  im- 
perialists. Neither  side  had  as  its  main  purpose  the  exposition  of 
Napoleon  as  he  was. 

In  one  way  or  another  this  dichotomy  has  continued.  George  Will  con- 
siders Napoleon  to  have  been  the  most  hateful  tyrant  who  ever  lived 
(which  suggests  that  Mr  Will  has  never  read  Procopius'  account  of  the 
Emperor  Justinian).  Weider  and  Hapgood,  who  write  so  imaginatively 
about  the  murder  of  Napoleon,  pin  the  murder  on  a man  they  call  "a 
general  of  Louis  XVIII"  with  no  apparent  knowledge  that  the  man  was  a 
protege  of  Napoleon,  was  given  lessons  in  mathematics  by  Napoleon  on 
Corsica  before  the  Revolution,  served  in  Napoleon's  armies,  was  created 
a count  by  Napoleon  in  1810  and  made  a general  by  him  in  1811.  They 
also  suppress  the  fact  that  Napoleon's  father  and  his  sisters  died  of 
the  same  (hereditary)  disease. 

Certainly  Napoleon  himself  did  little  to  reveal  the  true  man.  He  at- 
tempted to  suppress  the  earliest  publications  about  himself  and  avoided 
discussions  of  his  earliest  public  life.  An  outstanding  gap  in  our  know- 
ledge of  his  activities  occurs  during  the  reign  of  Robespierre,  a period 
during  which,  in  all  likelihood,  Fouche  acquired  the  information  which 
enabled  him  to  stand  up  to  Napoleon,  even  treasonously  to  propose  in 
1810  that  the  United  Kingdom  and  France  might  make  peace,  perhaps  even  if 
it  meant  discarding  Napoleon  (Rose,  Life  of  Napoleon,  vol . 2,  p.  196). 

One  of  the  indisputable  facts  we  have  about  Napoleon  is  that  he  had  a 
series  of  medals  issued  commemorating  notable  events  of  his  reign.  But 
even  this  series  of  medals  has  its  problems..  When  Louis  XVIII  began  the 
part  of  his  reign  during  which  he  ruled,  it  was  decided  that  a damnatio 
memoriae  be  performed,  that  Napoleon  had  never  existed.  Consequently, 
the  medal  mint  list  published  in  1818  proceeds  from  the  medals  of  Louis 
XVI  to  those  of  Louis  XVIII  without  mentioning  the  hundreds  turned  out 
by  Napoleon.  To  add  insult  to  injury,  three  neutral  medals  of  Napoleon: 
Reestablishment  of  the  Medal  Mint,  Homage  to  Hayden,  and  the  Monument 
to  Joan  of  Arc,  are  credited  to  Louis  XVIII! 

Although  a catalog  of  medals  of  the  French  Revolution  had  been  publish- 
ed in  1806  by  Millin,  Keeper  of  Coins  and  Medals  at  the  French  Library, 
the  first  catalog  of  Napoleonic  medals  was  published  in  England  in 
1818.  The  author.  Captain  J.C.  Laskey,  based  his  book  on  what  he  calls 
"The  French  Medal  Mint  list,"  a copy  of  which  he  gives.  This  list  in- 
cludes 141  medals  and  apparently  represents  all  of  the  Napoleonic 
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medals  of  which  copies  were  for  sale  at  the  Medal  Mint  in  1815,  before 
Napoleon  was  erased  from  the  books.  Laskey  gives  extensive  background 
information  about  most  of  the  medals  he  lists.  Some  copies,  and  perhaps 
the  entire  edition,  were  printed  on  large  paper.  The  book  is  illustrat- 
ed only  with  ouls-de-lampe^  engraved  on  wood  in  the  style  of  Bewick. 

A couple  of  other  catalogs  of  Napoleonic  medals  appeared  soon  after 
Lasky's.  Ann  Mudie  Scargill  wrote  a book  titled  (probably  by  the 
printer)  MedatZ-io  history  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte^  translated  by  Miss  Ann 
Mudie  Saargilly  from  the  original  manuscript ^ intended  to  have  been 
published  by  the  late  government  of  France^  1820,  Miss  Scargill 's 
introduction  contains  some  interesting  remarks  about  the  status  of 
medal  production  in  Great  Britain  in  1820,  but  the  book  is  a cheat, 
having  no  connection  with  any  French  manuscript  and  replete  with 
errors,  both  typographic  and  factual.  It  adds  nothing  to  Laskey  except 
for  a description  of  a medal  which  never  existed.  Worse,  it  appeared 
after  Mil  1 ingen ' s A/etaZ-Z-ic  history  of  Napoleon^  the  first  part  of  which 
appeared  in  1819.  Mi  11  ingen's  book  is,  as  he  explained,  composed  from 
the  manuscript  and  plates  prepared  by  Millin  for  a continuation  of  his 
Metallic  history  of  the  French  Revolution  mentioned  above.  Mi  11  in's 
work  covered  the  period  from  the  revolution  to  1806.  Millingen  extended 
the  book  to  the  exile  of  Napoleon  in  1815.  This  is  the  first  illustrat- 
ed catalog  of  Napoleonic  medals.  The  accuracy  of  most  of  the  engravings 
leaves  much  to  be  desired  but  the  notes  are  important.  The  book  was 
published  in  two  versions,  one  English  and  one  French.  The  translation 
is  so  well  done  that  it  is  impossible  to  separate  Mill  in's  words  from 
Millingen's,  which  makes  it  difficult  to  decide  whether  some  remarks 
are  an  eye-witness  account  or  an  editor's  opinion. 

The  definitive  illustrated  catalog  of  the  medals  of  the  French  Revolu- 
tion was  created  by  Hennin.  Mr  Hennin's  research  is  displayed  in  a 
scholarly  and  comprehensive  text,  illustrated  by  excellent  engravings. 
We.wmn' s Numismatic  history  of  the  French  Revolution  was  published  in 
1826.  It  remains  the  only  catalog  which  contains  practically  all  of  the 
early  Napoleonic  medals. 

In  1828  Bigi  began  selling  casts  of  the  Napoleonic  medals,  an  enter- 
prise which  promised  to  be  financially  rewarding,  since  the  medals  were 
no  longer  being  struck  in  France.  He  published  a catalog  of  the  medals 
he  reproduced  which  claimed  to  contain  notes  by  Denon,  the  man  who  di- 
rected the  creation  of  the  medals.  But  these  notes  were  copied  verbatim 
from  Mil  1 ingen ' s Metallic  history ^ so  they  are  plagiarisms  falsely  at- 
tributed and  of  no  independent  value. 

The  Medal  Mint  was  selling  the  Napoleonic  medals  again  after  the  Revo- 
lution of  1830.  The  status  of  the  medals  in  1833  is  shown  by  the  Medal 
Mint  Catalog  of  that  date.  It  was  originally  intended  that  this  catalog 
be  an  inventory  of  all  the  punches,  hubs,  and  dies  which  the  Mint  pos- 
sessed, but  the  published  part  includes  only  the  dies.  By  this  time  the 
Mint  had  dies  for  about  five  hundred  Napoleonic  medals.  Some  of  these 
dies  are  marked  as  being  privately  owned,  their  use  being  subject  to 
payment  of  a royalty  to  their  owners.  It  seems  that  the  French  Mint  was 
partially  private  enterprise  at  the  same  time  the  U.S.  Mint  was. 

The  great  illustrated  catalogs  of  Napoleonic  medals  are  part  of  Lenor- 
mx\t' s Treasicry  of  numismatics  and  glyptics^  an  expensive  and  obsolete 
publication.  This  series  replaced  the  old  engraved  illustrations  of 
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coins  and  medals  by  a new  process  whereby  the  engraved  plates  were  pre- 
pared mechanically  directly  from  casts  of  the  medals.  The  volume  con- 
taining medals  of  the  French  Revolution  first  appeared  in  1836,  follow- 
ed a couple  of  years  later  by  a volume  covering  the  First  Empire.  The 
text  in  these  volumes  does  not  reach  Hennin's  standard  but  the  editors 
published  for  the  first  time  many  medals  from  imperial  times. 

John  Sainsbury  was  perhaps  the  most  important  collector  of  Napoleonic 
relics  in  the  nineteenth  century.  He  published  the  catalog  of  his  col- 
lection in  1845.  Mr  Sainsbury  reports  with  relish  that  when  Joseph  Bon- 
aparte was  examining  the  collection,  he  frequently  exclaimed,  "How  on 
earth  did  you  get  this?"  The  section  devoted  to  "State  papers  and  manu- 
scripts," 3540  of  them,  is  impressive,  but  the  listing  of  his  medals 
(498)  is  of  little  consequence,  although  number  101,  a copy  of  Dux 
tutus  ab  insidiis  in  silver,  was  "given  him  by  his  friend,  the  late  Mr. 
Barry  O'Meara,  to  whom  this  Medal  was  given  by  the  Emperor  at  St. 
Helena. " 

The  definitive  catalog  for  the  medals  issued  while  Napoleon  was  ruling 
France  is  that  of  Bramsen.  This  catalog  is  an  unillustrated  listing 
with  brief  comments,  of  over  2300  pieces;  if  a dealer  offers  a medal 
"not  in  Bramsen"  then  that  medal  is  most  probably  a medal  which  should 
not  be  in  Bramsen!  Bramsen  published  his  catalog,  A cabinet  of  medals 
of  Napoleon  the  Greats  in  three  parts,  1904,  1907,  1913.  Although  he 
paid  the  printer  for  only  four  hundred  copies,  it  is  likely  that  the 
printer  made  another  four  hundred  or  more  for  his  own  account,  since 
this  catalog  is  not  uncommon.  Bramsen  attempted  to  cover  the  period 
from  the  day  Napoleon  overthrew  the  Directorate  (9  November  1799)  to 
1869.  He  explained  that  the  earlier  period  had  already  been  well  done 
by  Hennin,  so  he  chose  to  begin  where  Hennin  left  off,  basing  his  work 
on  the  Tresor  volumes  but  supplementing  it  with  pieces  which  had  been 
overlooked  and  adding  medals  from  foreign  countries  which  were  related 
to  Napoleon  or  events  of  his  reign.  Bramsen  asterisked  the  catalog 
entries  he  owned  and  remarked  that  the  numbers  not  asterisked  could  be 
considered  rare.  Bramsen's  collection  was  sold  to  Dr  Julius  in  toto. 

Three  outstanding  collections  of  Napoleonic  medals  have  been  sold  at 
auction.  The  first  belonged  to  the  Prince  d'Essling,  the  second  to  Dr 
Julius,  and  the  third  to  the  Prince  Napoleon.  The  last  was  a unique 
event,  since  it  dispersed  the  copies  of  the  medals  in  gold  which  had 
been  struck  for  Napoleon  I. 
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HIGH  DENOMINATION  CURRENCY:  Due  to  ever-present  inflation  various  coun- 

tries world-wide  are  issuing  higher  denomination  paper  currency.  Sev- 
eral countries  which  have  or  are  about  to  issue  such  currency  are: 
Israel,  a 5,000  Sheqel  picturing  Levy  Eshkol  and  a 10,000  Sheqel  with 
Golda  Meir  pictured;  Greece  came  out  with  a 5,000  Drachma  note  with 
Theodores  Ki kokotronis , honoring  him  for  his  prominent  role  in  the  War 
for  Independence. 
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THE  COLUMBIA  "FARTHING” 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse^  Jr. ^ Colebrook,  New  Hampshire^  NI-HLM 


Being  numismatically  isolated  on  the  Canadian  border  in  the  northern 
reaches  of  New  Hampshire, it  is  rare  that  I get  a chance  to  visit  with 
any  foreign  coin  collectors  much  less  attend  a meeting  and  browse  among 
various  bourse  tables.  In  June,  however,  the  chance  did  come  my  way 
and  in  the  company  of  Jim  Haley,  NI  Publications  Librarian,  I trav- 
eled to  NashucLT  NH,  to  visit  a coin  show.  While  there  I ran  across  a 
Columbia  "farthing"  and  purchased  same. 


COLUMBIA  "Farthing"  - Who 
issued  it? 


Somewhere  in  the  back  of  my  mind  I re- 
membered reading  something  about  this 
interesting  little  coin  but  on  return 
to  Colebrook  I couldn't  find  anything 
on  it  in  the  NI  Library.  It  may  be 
here  somewhere  but  it  has  escaped  my 
search.  A call  to  Jim  Haley  produced 
an  article  from  the  February  1948 
Numismatist  written  by  Dr.  Byron  B. 
King. 


Dr.  King  had  apparently  conducted  quite  a search  into  the  token's  origins 
and  while  he  was  not  able  to  positively  determine  its  purpose  of  issue 
nor  place  of  minting  he  was  able  to  discard  some  pre-concei ved  ideas. 

In  extensive  correspondence  with  collectors  in  areas  concerned  he  was 
able  to  discount  their  issue  for  the  countries  of  Colombia,  British 
Columbia,  or  Colonial  America. 


Dr.  King  also  wrote  that  an  earlier  article  by  John  F.  Jones,  appearing 
in  the  August  1937  issue  of  the  Numismatist^  listed  seventeen  different 
dies,  with  the  additional  rare  muled  coronation  reverse  of  George  IV  of 
Great  Britain.  He  further  added,  "The  features  of  the  profile  on  the 
obverse  varies  considerably  in  the  different  die  varieties;  some  are 
clean  shaven,  some  have  sideburns,  and  one  has  a mustache.  The  composite 
seated  figure  on  the  reverse  bears  the  attributes  of  both  Justice  and 
Britannia. " 


Dr.  King  concluded  that  they  were  probably  British  game  counters  of  the 
1820-1830  period  with  some  of  them  fraudulently  passing  into  circulation 
as  farthings. 


Nearly  forty  years  have  passed  since  Dr.  King  wrote  his  article.  A re- 
cent letter  from  Roy  N.  P.  Hawkins,  who  is  the  nearest  I know  of  qualifying 
as  an  expert  on  English  tokens,  indicated  that  he  knew  of  nothing  new 
surfacing  on  this  object. 

Hoping  that  he  has  overlooked  something  , do  any  of  the  readers  know  of 
any  new  evidence  that  has  come  to  light  that  would  show  where  and  when 
the  Columbia  "tokens"  were  struck  and  for  what  purpose?  If  so  I would 
appreciate  hearing  about  it. 


********************************************************************** 
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BOOK  NEWS 


(Readers  are  invited  to  submit  reviews  of  the  books  noted  in  this  sec- 
tion. ) 

MONEY  AND  BANKING  IN  MEDIEVAL  AND  RENAISSANCE  VENICE.  Volume  1 : Coins 

and  Moneys  of  Account,  by  Frederic  C.  Lane  and  Reinhold  C.  Mueller. 

Venice,  center  of  the  bullion  trade  in  medieval  and  Renaissance  Europe, 
affected  the  development  of  money,  banking,  and  trade  throughout  Eur- 
ope and  the  Mediterranean.  Here  is  the  most  thorough  and  multi-faceted 
study  of  a medieval  monetary  system  every  prepared  - and  the  final  work 
of  the  author  of  the  award-winning  VENICE,  A MARITIME  REPUBLIC. 

(Information  extracted  from  the  publisher's  flyer,  Johns  Hopkins  Univer- 
sity Press,  701  W.  49th  St.,  Suite  275,  Baltimore,  MD  21211  USA.  712pp. 
List  price  $45.00,  current  price  $36.00,  plus  postage.) 


Following  is  information  on  five  Latin-American  references  recently  an- 
nounced by  Dale  Seppa , 103  Sixth  Avenue  North,  Virginia,  MN  55792,  USA. 

La  Ceca  Republicana  de  Oaxaca,  Acunaciones  de  Plata,  by  Antonio  Deana 
Salmeron.  With  a prologue  by  Jose  Francisco  Pedraza.  Puebla,  Mexico, 
1977.  Index,  illustrations,  187pp  and  bibliography.  Soft  cover. 

In  keeping  with  other  books  by  the  same  author,  this  title  is  well 
cone.  It  is  a detailed  listing  with  illustrations  of  all  the  silver 
8-reales  pieces  in  the  1858-1893  period.  In  addition  there  is  a de- 
tailed numismatic  history  of  Oaxaca  from  the  very  beginning  until  oper- 
ations ceased. 

Price  is  $23.50  postpaid  in  the  U.S.  Included  with  the  book  is  a 12- 
page  update  which  was  published  in  Puebla  in  1979.  The  printing  was 
limited  to  527  numbered  or  lettered  copies,  so  it  is  a very  scarce  work. 


Origen  Y Evolucion  del  Papel  Moneda,  by  Luis  Maria  Novelli.  San  Nic- 
ola, Argentina,  1984.  List  of  other  works  published  and  18  pages. 

Soft  cover. 

A detailed  analysis  of  the  evolution  and  origin  of  paper  money.  More 
detailed  works  exist  in  other  languages  but  this  has  important  inform- 
ation included.  A must  for  the  collector  of  paper  money  of  the  Spanish- 
speaking countries  because  it  is  one  of  the  few  detailed  works  published 
in  South  America  on  the  subject.  Price  is  $4.00  postpaid  in  the  U.S. 


Los  Tlacos  y Pilanes  Mexicanos,  by  Dr.  Alberto  Francisco  Pradeau.  Pub- 
lished by  Numismatic  Society  of  Puebla,  Mexico  in  1963.  128pp,  plus 

11  full-size  plates.  Index  and  detailed  bibliography. 

The  title  of  the  book  is  difficult  to  translate  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  actual  translation  of  one  work  and  the  actual  Mexican  usage  of  the 
other  work  do  not  translate  well  into  English.  However,  if  one  accepts 
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the  title  as  being  in  effect  "Mexican  Tokens",  he  will  be  pretty  close 
to  correct. 

The  book  is  a detailed  listing  of  tokens  in  the  collections  of  Dr. 
Alberto  Pradeau  and  Don  Rufino  Lavin  and  is  one  of  the  few  works  in 
any  language  to  have  as  many  Mexican  tokens  included.  As  57  of  the 
pieces  are  illustrated  (both  obverse  and  reverse)  the  book  will  be 
useful  even  to  collectors  who  do  not  read  Spanish  with  any  degree  of 
fl uency. 

The  edition  was  limited  to  250  numbered  copies  and  a fair  percentage 
of  those  were  destroyed  in  a fire.  The  small  number  of  copies  which 
recently  became  available  are  new  but  all  show  slight  discoloring  on 
the  edges  due  to  the  fire.  A scarce  or  rare  book  which  is  now  avail- 
able in  a very  limited  quantity.  Soft  cover.  Price  is  $25.00  post- 
paid in  the  U.S. 


Analisis  de  Za  Histovia  Banaaria  y Monetaria  del  Paraguary  (Vol  II) 
has  just  been  announced.  The  book  is  by  Pedro  Fernandez  and  was  print- 
ed in  Asuncion  in  late  1984.  Card  covers,  522pp,  detailed  index, 
photos  and  tables  make  this  Spanish  language  book  quite  useable  for 
those  with  little  knowledge  of  Spanish.  While  the  book  is  primarily 
a detailed  banking  and  monetary  history  of  the  country,  several  sec- 
tions seem  to  have  been  written  for  the  numismatist  and/or  notaphile. 
Much  of  the  second  part  of  the  book  is  devoted  to  the  initial  issues 
of  coins  and  paper  money  under  don  Carlos  Lopez.  Illustrations  of  the 
first  coin  press  in  Paraguay  and  many  of  the  early  banknotes  will  be 
of  great  interest  to  all.  This  book  is  seemingly  self-contained  and 
while  it  amplifies  and  adds  to  information  found  in  Vol.  I,  it  is 
quite  useful  by  itself.  Lack  of  a detailed  bibliography  weakens  the 
work,  although  numerous  citations  to  works  previously  unknown  to  me 
are  found  in  the  body  of  the  book  in  the  form  of  footnotes.  $30.00 
postpaid  in  the  U.S. 


Devaluaoiones  de  la  Moneda  (1822-1935) j by  Jose  Panettieri.  Buenos 
Aires,  1983,  158pp,  tables.  Paperback  format  and  style. 

This  work  gives  much  background  information  on  monetary  policy  in  early 
Argentina.  However,  the  work  basically  covers  in  depth  the  principal 
laws  of  monetary  conversion  in  the  19th  century.  The  law  of  1864  cor- 
responds very  roughly  to  the  period  in  which  modern  Argentina  began  to 
evolve.  This  law  was  not  effectively  used  until  the  creation  of  the 
exchange  office  (Oficina  de  Cambio)  in  1867.  The  law  of  1899  is  seen 
by  the  author  as  happening  at  the  exact  point  in  time  when  the  prev- 
iously mentioned  "early  modern"  period  of  Argnetinian  history  arrives 
at  a close  and  modern  Argentina  begins  to  acquire  the  image  which  is 
projected  to  the  world  as  one  of  the  world's  most  important  producers 
of  meat  and  cereal  grains.  In  actual  fact  this  law  of  1899  had  no 
practical  effect  until  1903. 

Much  is  made  of  the  fact  that  of  the  80  year  period  covered  only  about 
a dozen  of  them  actually  had  paper  money  which  was  convertible  for 
specie. 


371 


This  book  is  extremely  interesting  and  well  done  but  the  text  is  such 
that  a working  knowledge  of  Spanish  and  a good  dictionary  will  be  nec- 
essary to  get  the  maximum  benefit  out  of  it.  $10.00  postpaid  in  U.S. 
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ROMAN  AND  BYZANTINE  COINS  OF  ANASTASIUS  I 


Robert  B.  Kuteher^  Lincoln^  Nebraska,  NI  fH289 


Roman  gold  solidus 


Anastasius  I is  without  equal  to 
the  ancient  coin  collectors.  If 
you  collect  Roman  coins,  Anastasius 
I is  the  last  Roman  Emperor  to  issue 
coins.  If  you  collect  Byzantine 
coins,  he  is  the  first  Byzantine 
emperor  to  issue  coins.  This  seem- 
ing paradox  happens  because  of  his 
monetary  reform  of  AD  498. 


Byzantine  copper  follis  (40  nurmia) 


Anastasius,  who  was  an  usher  at  the  Imperial  Palace,  became  emperor 
of  Rome  in  491  when  he  was  selected  for  succession  by  the  widowed 
empress  Ariadne.  Six  weeks  after  becoming  emperor  he  married  Zenos' 
widow.  He  was,  however,  a very  conscientious  ruler,  and  paid  partic- 
ular attention  to  the  Empire's  finances.  His  reform  of  498  brought 
about  respectable  size  bronze  coins  once  again.  This  new  bronze 
marked  a complete  break  with  the  old  Roman  coinage  and  this  made  a 
convenient  point  at  which  to  terminate  the  Roman  series  and  to  begin 
with  the  Byzantine. 


The  new  bronze  coins  were  marked  with  the  value  on  the  reverse:  M 

for  forty  nummia;  K for  twenty  nummia;  and  I for  ten  nummia.  The 
forty  nummia  coin  was  as  large  as  the  sestertii  of  Augustus,  the 
first  Roman  emperor. 


********************************************************************* 


DID  YOU  KNOW?  The  entire  issue  of  Cambodia  silver  coins  was  restruck 
in  1879  at  the  death  of  the  Queen  Mother.  You  can  tell  the  restrikes 
as  they  are  lighter  in  weight  and  rougher  in  appearance. 

(Submitted  by  Don  Rtzel) 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

The  Stcmdard  Catalogue  of  World  Coins ^ 12th  Edition^  by  Chester  L. 
Krause  and  Clifford  Misher,  edited  by  Colin  R.  Bruce  II.  Two  volumes, 
hard  cover,  housed  in  heavy  cardboard  slip  cases.  $102.00  postpaid. 
Published  by  Krause  Publications,  700  East  State  Street,  lola.  Wise. 
54990. 

The  first  printing  of  this  special  hard-cover  issue  was  sold  out  and 
a second  printing  is  now  underway.  The  reference  was  scheduled  to  be 
released  in  early  November. 

The  catalogs  are  printed  on  8-1/2  x 11  inch  high  quality  white  opaque 
paper,  offering  crisper  illustrative  reproductions  than  in  previous 
editions.  The  2,496  pages  with  57,892  coin  photos,  contains  over 
80,000  coin  listings  covering  coinage  for  the  last  250  years.  With 
few  exceptions,  the  coinage  rcords  of  issuing  entities  commence  with 
the  1720-30's  period.  The  12th  edition  is  nearly  400  pages  longer 
than  the  11th  edition. 

Market  value  in  up  to  four  of  the  most  often  encountered  grades  are 
included  for  each  piece.  The  following  data  is  given  for  each  type 
coins:  photo  of  both  sides,  weight  in  grams,  metallic  content  and 

Yeoman  or  Craig  number.  The  fineness  for  gold  and  silver  coins  is 
given  as  well  as  the  actual  weight  in  ounces.  Mintage  figures,  when 
available,  are  given  and  all  mint  marked  dates  are  listed.  Proof 
specimens  are  catalogued. 

The  introductory  section  of  the  catalog  features  charts,  tables, 
explanatory  notes  and  an  index  by  country  of  the  coin  issuing  auth- 
orities as  well  as  an  index  of  coin  denominations.  Some  of  the 
full  page  charts  and  tables  include:  standard  international  numeral 

systems,  silver  bullion  chart,  gold  bullion  chart,  foreign  exchange 
rates  for  all  countries,  a chart  of  coin  sizes  by  millimeters,  stand- 
rd  international  grading  terminology  and  Hejira  date  chart. 

A number  of  new  or  expanded  listings  are  included  in  the  12th  edition. 
The  Indian  Princely  States  listings,  which  last  appeared  in  the  7th 
eidition,  is  presented  in  a fully  revised  and  expanded  format.  The 
German  States  coinage  listings  are  greatly  expanded  and  enhanced. 
Completely  new  to  this  edition  are  the  French  coinages  of  Louis  XV 
and  the  Spanish  and  Spanish  colonial  issues  of  Fernando  VI,  plus 
the  early  1700's  coinages  of  several  other  countries,  including  the 
Italian  States,  Japan,  Romania,  Russia  and  Turkey. 

Due  to  the  high  cost  of  the  two  volumes  comprising  the  12th  edition 
of  this  standard  reference  work  on  world  coinage,  I highly  recommend 
that  coin  clubs  purchase  a copy  for  their  club  library  so  that  members 
can  use  the  work. 


Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 


The  Standard  Catalog  of  World  Gold  Coins j by  Chester  Krause,  Clifford 
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Mishler  and  Colin  Bruce  II.  640pp,  B-l/Z  x 11  inches,  plastic  cover- 
ed stiff  paper  cover.  $41.95  from  the  publisher:  Krause  Publications, 

700  East  State  St.,  lola.  Wise.,  54990.  Released  early  September, 

This  reference  catalogues  the  worlds'  gold  coins  by  date,  denomination 
and  mint  that  have  been  issued  from  1601  to  date.  Pattern  pieces  are 
included.  The  format  is  similar  to  that  used  in  TEE  STAEDARD  CATALOG 
OF  WORLD  COINS  which  is  also  published  by  Krause  Publications. 

Over  38,500  gold  coin  listings  covering  more  than  675  coin  issuing 
authorities  are  included.  More  than  11,000  actual  size  photos  illus- 
trate both  sides  of  most  type  coins.  Mintage  figures  are  given. 

Market  values  are  presented  for  up  to  four  grades  of  preservation. 

Total  weight,  gold  fineness  and  net  gold  weight  in  troy  ounces  are 
given  for  each  coin.  Each  piece  has  a number  by  Yeoman,  Craig  or 
Pridmore  and  for  Chinese  pieces,  a Kann  number. 

Much  of  the  catalogue's  information,  especially  for  obscure  issues, 
is  presented  in  reference  format  for  the  first  time. 

Listings  that  pre-date  those  in  THE  STANDARD  CATALOGUE  OF  WORLD  COINS 
are  largely  European,  encompassing  German  States,  France,  England, 
Italy, Spain  (including  colonial),  Scandanavia  and  the  Holy  Roman 
Empi re. 

The  front  section  of  the  catalogue  features  charts  (including  one 
for  gold  bullion),  tables,  explanatory  notes  and  a complete  subject 
index. 

A very  useful  reference  work  for  club  libraries  and  collectors. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 


1984  WORLD  SILVER  COINS.  The  Silver  Institute,  1001  Connecticut  Ave. 
N.W,. , Washington,  D.C.  20036.  46pp,  8k"  x 11",  stiff  paper  cover. 

This  annual  reference  lists  silver  coins  produced  in  1984.  The  fol- 
lowing data  is  presented  for  each  issue  of  silver  coins  for  each 
country:  name  and  address  of  the  mint,  denomination,  event  commem- 

orated or  description  of  images,  diameter,  wei ght  in  grams , percent 
of  pure  silver  contained,  troy  ounces  of  silver  per  coin,  number  of 
coins  struck,  the  total  of  troy  ounces  used  for  the  issue  and  the 
mintage. 

In  1984,  77  countries  used  13,017,840  troy  ounces  of  silver  to  make 
a total  of  262  different  issues  of  legal  tender  silver  coins  struck 
by  35  different  mints.  The  amount  of  silver  used  in  coinage  has 
been  steadily  climbing  over  th  past  few  years.  In  1981,  only  5.9 
million  troy  ounces  of  silver  was  used  for  coinage.  In  1983,  the 
figure  was  up  to  9.9  million  ounces.  With  the  United  States  1986 
silver  dollar  commemorating  the  centennial  of  the  Statue  of  Liberty 
and  their  manufacture  of  one  ounce  silver  bullion  coins  and  the  Can- 
adian silver  Olympic  coins,  the  amount  of  silver  used  in  coins  should 
be  on  the  rise  during  the  next  few  years. 
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France  was  the  largest  producer  of  silver  coins  in  1984,  using  3.9 
million  ounces  of  silver  to  mint  17  issues  for  a total  of  9,003,442 
coins . 

Mexico  was  the  second  largest  producer,  using  2,523,442  ounces  of 
silver  to  make  2,523,442  "onza"  bullion  coins.  These  were  the  only 
silver  bullion  coins  minted  in  1984.  Canada  should  consider  minting 
silver  bullion  coins  of  one  ounce. 

The  United  States  was  in  third  place  consuming  1,996,643  troy  ounces 
of  silver  to  mint  silver  dollars  to  mark  the  Los  Angeles  Summer  Oly- 
mpic Games  in  1984;  a 50(f  piece  to  commemorate  the  250th  anniversary 
of  the  birth  of  George  Washington;  and  silver  specimens  of  their 
currency  $1.00,  50(f  and  25(t. 

Austria  was  in  fourth  place  using  1.7  million  ounces  of  silver  for  4 
different  silver  commemorative  coins. 

The  Netherlands  was  in  fifth  place  using  872,683  ounces  of  silver  for 
a 50  gulden  coin. 

Yugoslavia  was  in  sixth  place  using  349,764  ounces  of  silver  in  the 
manufacture  of  1984  coins  commemorating  the  Winter  Olympics  held  in 
their  country. 

Canada  placed  seventh,  using  264,206  ounces  of  silver  to  strike 
704,550  silver  dollars. 

A copy  of  this  booklet  is  available  at  $15.00  postpaid. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 

********************************************************************* 


THE  CADUCEUS  ON  ANCIENT  COINS 


Alexandrian  tetradraohn  of  Philip 
II  shewing  Aesculcqpius j god  of 
medicine  and  healing y holding  a 
oaduoeus. 


AE-26  of  Severus 
Alexander  from  Bythania 


The  wand  of  the  Roman  god  Mercury,  who  was  the  messenger  of  the  gods, 
is  called  a caduceus.  The  wand  is  a winged  staff  entwined  with  two 
snakes  and  is  used  as  a symbol  by  the  medical  field.  The  caduceus 
is  found  on  many  ancient  coins. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

John  L.  Pieratt,  2635  $.  Hydraulic,  32C,  Wichita,  Ks.  67216:  Need  all 

Vietnam  Cash  collectors  to  get  together  with  their  Vietman  Cash  books 
and  compile  into  a cross  reference  and  translate  the  French,  Japanese 
and  Chinese  books  into  English  to  better  the  hobby. 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept  from  NI 

members  only,  any  numismatic  items,  whether  paper,  metal,  or  whatever, 
for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6)  MAXI- 
MUM. The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  including 
sufficient  for  insurance  or  registration,  if  desired.  Send  to  NI 
Attribution  Committee,  P.  0.  Box  2057,  Saugatuck  Station,  Westport, 
Conn.  06880,  USA. 

********************************************************************** 


COIN  CURIOSITIES 


I.  C.  G.  Campbell 3 Lincoln ^ Nebraska ^ NI  i^LM-12 


This  is  an  Ae  dirhem  of  the  Artukid  ruler  of  Hisn  Kayfa  (E.  Turkey), 
namely  Qara  Arslan,  1144-67  A.D.  The  reverse  has  the  usual  Islamic 
legend.  To  find  a human  figure  on  an  Islamic  coin  is  surprising 
enough  in  itself  but  a nimbate  one  (haloed)  is  even  more  startling 
as  it  would  indicate  the  Christos,  or  at  least  a saint.  Enthroned 
figures  of  an  emperior  or  the  Christos  had  been  used  on  Byzantine 
coins  on  and  off  for  centuries,  so  it  would  easily  be  recognized  by 
Christian  subjects  of  the  new  rulers  who  would  disregard  the  Arabic 
which  few  could  read  in  any  case. 


This  silver  basil ikeon  of  Androni- 
cus  II  and  Michael  IX  (reverse), 
though  of  a much  later  period, 
(1294-1320)  is  a clear  represent- 
ation of  the  style  and  type  of  coin 
that  has  been  copied  (Bendall  and 
Donald).  The  varying  Byzantine 
thrones  shown  on  coins  over  the 
centuries  are  a study  in  themselves 
for  Byzantine  art. 
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